








CHAPTER 15.10: Use Regulations 
15.10.020 Accessory Uses and Structures 

15.10.010.C Industrial Uses 

City of Laramie 13 
Unified Development Code 
City Council Draft   February 17, 2010 15.10 

d. No sexually-oriented establishment may be established or operated within 500 feet 
of another sexually-oriented establishment. This distance requirement shall be 
measured in a straight line, without regard to the intervening objects, political 
boundaries, or structures, from the closest exterior wall of the structure in which each 
business is located. 

e. No sexually-oriented establishment may be enlarged so as to violate the provisions of 
this ordinance. 

15.10.010.C Industrial Uses 

1. Mitigation of Impacts 

All industrial uses shall be subject to the following standards: 

a. All traffic hazards shall be minimized; 

b. Lights shall be directed away from adjoining residential areas; 

c. Off-street loading areas shall be available as needed; and 

d. No dust, smoke, fumes, gas, noxious odor, excessive noise, or other atmospheric 
effluent shall exceed in intensity at the boundary of the lot the conditions normally 
found in a residential neighborhood as adopted by Wyoming Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ). 

2. Radioactive Wastes 

Disposal of radioactive wastes shall not be permitted in any zoning district. 

15.10.020 ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES 

15.10.020.A Purpose 
This section authorizes the establishment of accessory uses that are incidental and customarily 
subordinate to principal uses, provided that the accessory use complies with all applicable 
standards in this section. 

15.10.020.B Approval of Accessory Uses and Structures 
All principal uses allowed in a zoning district shall be deemed to include those accessory uses, 
structures, and activities typically associated with the use, unless specifically prohibited in this 
Code.  No accessory use may be established prior to establishment of the principal use with which 
such accessory use is associated. All accessory uses shall be subject to the standards in this Section 
15.10.020, as well as any use-specific standards applicable to the associated principal use as set 
forth in Section 15.10.010 above. 

15.10.020.C General Standards 
All accessory uses and structures shall comply with the following general standards:
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1. Compliance with this Code 

a. All accessory uses and structures shall be subject to the dimensional requirements of 
Chapter 15.12 Development Standards. In the case of any conflict between the 
accessory use/structure standards of this section and any other requirement of this 
Code, the more restrictive standards shall control. 

b. Accessory uses shall comply with all standards of this Code applicable to the principal 
use with which they are associated. Parking requirements shall be met for both the 
principal use and any accessory use. 

2. Location 

The accessory use or structure shall be conducted or located on the same lot(s) as the 
principal use and to the rear of the front setback line, unless otherwise approved by the 
Department.  No accessory structure shall be located within five feet of the site’s principal 
structure unless otherwise specified in this section. 

3. Size and Quantity 

The following standards shall apply to accessory buildings in the RR, LR, R1, R2, R2M, and 
R3 Districts: The maximum total building footprint of all accessory buildings shall be either: 
(a) one thousand (1,000) square feet, or (b) the building footprint of the principal 
structure, whichever is less. A larger accessory building footprint may be approved by 
conditional use permit, subject to the approval process and applicable criteria as 
specified in Sec. 15..06.060.E. A total of two (2) accessory buildings are permitted on a 
site. No accessory building shall exceed the height of the site’s principal structure or the 
maximum accessory-building height limitations in subsection 15.12.000.B (Table 15.12-2), 
whichever is less. 

4. Same Ownership Required 

The principal use and the accessory use shall be under the same ownership. 

5. Same Utility Meter Required 

The principal use and the accessory use shall utilize the same utility meter, with the 
exception of an approved accessory dwelling unit. 

15.10.020.D Additional Standards for Specific Accessory Uses and Structures 

1. Home Occupations 

A home occupation shall be considered as a permitted accessory use in any residential 
zoning district provided the home occupation is subject to the following limitations: 

a. The use shall be conducted entirely within a dwelling and carried on by the inhabitants 
living there and no others. 

b. The use shall be clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling for 
dwelling purposes and shall not change the character thereof.
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c. The total area used for the home occupation shall not exceed one-half the floor area 
of the user’s living unit. 

d. There shall be no exterior advertising or other commercial display, except as 
provided in subsection (e) below. 

e. Home occupation signage shall conform to sign standards of Section 15.14.120. 

f. There may be only incidental sale of stocks, supplies, or products. 

g. There shall be no exterior storage on the premises of material or equipment used as a 
part of the home occupation. 

h. There shall be no offensive noise, vibration, smoke, dust, odors, heat, or glare 
noticeable at or beyond the property line. 

i. A home occupation, including studios or rooms for instruction, shall provide additional 
off-street parking area adequate to accommodate needs created by the home 
occupation; 

j. The home occupation shall not create traffic or parking congestion. 

k. In particular, a home occupation may include, but is not limited to the following, 
provided all requirements contained in this section are met: 

(i) Art studio 

(ii) Beauty shop 

(iii) Dressmaking or millinery work 

(iv) Office for insurance or real estate sales 

(v) Office for professional services 

(vi) Teaching 

l. Ordinarily, a home occupation shall not be interpreted to include the following: 

(i) Clinic 

(ii) Nursing home 

(iii) Tourist home 

(iv) Animal hospital 

(v) Restaurant 

2. Outdoor Display and Sales 

Outdoor display and/or sales may be allowed as an accessory use for all commercial 
uses, provided that the display of such items does not impede the flow of pedestrian or 
vehicular traffic or create an unsafe condition. These provisions are not intended to apply 
to permanent outdoor display and sales, such as vehicle sales, that must be approved as 
part of the development design review plan. The accessory outdoor display of goods 
shall meet all of the following requirements:
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a. Outdoor display or sale shall require approval of the Department and may be subject 
to appropriate conditions by the Department to ensure compliance with the provisions 
of this subsection 3. 

b. Display of goods shall not be in drive aisles, loading zones, or fire lanes and shall not 
obstruct any entrance to the building. 

c. The total area for display or sale of goods in the front of the building shall be limited 
to an area that measures five percent of the net square footage of the main building. 

d. The outdoor display area may be located in a parking lot provided that the parking 
available does not fall below 80 percent of the off-site parking required for the 
building. 

e. No goods shall be attached to a building's wall surface. 

f. The outdoor display area shall take place on an improved surface such as the 
sidewalk or pavement. 

g. No outdoor displays shall be allowed in required landscape areas. 

h. At least five feet along the parking lot side of the display shall be maintained free of 
obstruction to allow for pedestrian and handicap movement, such that handicapped 
pedestrians and others do not have to enter the parking lot or drive aisle to walk 
around the display. 

3. Outdoor Storage 

Outdoor storage is a permitted accessory use in the I1 and I2 zone districts without 
restriction.  In the B2, C2, LM, and IP zone districts, outdoor storage is permitted through 
the design review process and subject to compliance with the following requirements: 

a. Except for outdoor storage associated with industrial or agricultural uses, each outdoor 
storage area shall be incorporated into the overall design of the primary structure on 
the site and shall be located at the rear of the primary structure. 

b. Each outdoor storage area shall be screened from view from all property lines and 
adjacent rights-of-way by an opaque fence or wall between six and eight feet in 
height.  The fence shall incorporate at least one of the predominant materials and one 
of the predominant colors used in the primary structure. The fence may exceed eight 
feet in height where the difference in grade between the right-of-way and the 
outdoor storage area makes a taller fence necessary to effectively screen the area. 
Materials may not be stored higher than the height of the primary structure.  The 
perimeter of the fence or wall must be landscaped with a seven-foot wide strip 
containing a minimum of one tree for every 150 square feet of lot area. 

c. A landscaped earthen berm may be used instead of or in combination with a required 
fence or wall. 

d. If the outdoor storage area is covered, then the covering shall include at least one of 
the predominant exposed roofing colors on the primary structure.
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e. No materials may be stored in areas intended for vehicular or pedestrian circulation. 

f. No storage of any items may occur within the front setback area or within the one-half 
of the each side setback nearest the street. 

g. Rooftop outdoor storage is permitted at the discretion of the Department when the 
storage can be completely screened from view from all elevations. 

4. Fences, Hedges, and Walls 

a. Standards 
Fences, hedges, trees, and walls shall be considered as permitted accessory uses 
provided that all standards in Chapter 15.14are met. 

15.10.030 TEMPORARY USES AND STRUCTURES 

15.10.030.A Purpose 
This Code allows for the establishment of certain temporary uses for limited duration, provided 
that such uses comply with the general and specific standards of this section. 

15.10.030.B Temporary Uses and Structures Allowed 
The following temporary uses are allowed provided they comply with the general standards of 
subsection 15.10.030.E below.  Temporary uses are categorized as major or minor subject to the 
procedures set forth in subsection 15.08.030.B, below. Questions about the definition of an event 
as a special event may be determined by the Department in the same manner as provided for in 
subsection 15.10.000.C, Classification of New and Unlisted Uses 

1. Minor Temporary Uses 

The following uses shall be classified as minor temporary uses: 

a. Temporary seasonal and holiday sales (e.g., bazaars, tree lots, wreath sales) 

b. Temporary real estate sales office (including Model Homes) 

c. Contractor's office/temporary construction uses 

d. Off-site auto sales 

e. Temporary Travel trailer assembly not to exceed 5 days. 

f. Farmer’s market held on private property 

g. Temporary sales (parking lot, vacant lot, roadside) 

h. Seasonal outdoor garden nursery 

i. Retail encroachment into required parking 

j. Fruit/vegetable stands 

k. Storage/shipping containers 

l. Auctions
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m. Roadside stand 

2. Major Temporary Uses 

The following uses shall be classified as major temporary uses: 

a. Temporary special events held on private property 

b. Circuses, festivals, carnivals, and fairs held on private property 

c. Temporary lodging facilities 

d. Temporary campground 

15.10.030.C Exemptions 
The regulations in this Section 15.10.030 shall not apply to the following uses: 

1. Funeral processions; 

2. Garage or estate sales; 

3. Regularly scheduled school events such as athletic events that use existing parking, traffic 
controls, and public safety support; 

4. Natural disasters and emergencies, staging and assembly grounds; 

5. A governmental agency acting within the scope of its functions; and 

6. Any section or part of any public park or public building declared closed to the public by 
the director of the parks and recreation department or the city manager for any interval 
of time.  Such use may be either temporary or at regular and stated intervals, daily or 
otherwise, and either entirely or merely applicable to certain uses, as the city manager or 
the director of the parks and recreation department finds reasonably necessary. 

15.10.030.D Permits for Special Events on Public Property 
All special events on any street, alley sidewalk, public building, or public park shall be subject 
only to the standards and procedures set forth in the special event regulations of the municipal 
code.  Such special events may include, but are not limited to: 

1. Malt beverage permits for special events (Section 5.09.350) 

2. Catering permits for special events (Section 5.09.355) 

3. Open containers permits (Section 5.09.360) 

4. Facilities use park permits (Section 12.48.020 – 12.48.110) 

5. Special event permits on public property (Section 12.60.010 – 12.60.130) 

15.10.030.E General Requirements For All Temporary Uses and Structures 
All temporary uses or structures shall meet the following general requirements, unless otherwise 
specified in this Code: 

1. The temporary use or structure shall not be detrimental to property or improvements in the 
surrounding area or to the public health, safety, or general welfare.
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2. The temporary use shall comply with all applicable general and specific regulations of this 
Section 15.10.030, other City ordinances, and state law unless otherwise expressly stated. 

3. Permanent alterations to the site are prohibited. 

4. All temporary signs associated with the temporary use or structure shall be properly 
permitted and removed when the activity ends or permit expires, whichever occurs first. 

5. The temporary use or structure shall not violate any applicable conditions of approval that 
apply to a principal use on the site. 

6. The temporary use regulations of this section do not exempt the applicant or operator 
from any other required permits, such as food service or building permits. 

7. If the property is undeveloped, it shall contain sufficient land area to allow the temporary 
use or structure to occur, as well as any parking and traffic circulation as required that 
may be associated with the temporary use, without disturbing sensitive or protected 
resources, including required buffers, 100-year floodplains, and required landscaping.  At 
the conclusion of the temporary use or at expiration of the permit, whichever occurs first, 
all disturbed areas of the site shall be restored or improved to the condition that existed 
prior to the use. 

8. If the property is developed, the temporary use shall be located in an area that is not 
actively used by an existing approved principal use and that would support the proposed 
temporary use without encroaching or creating a negative impact on existing buffers, 
open space, landscaping, traffic movements, pedestrian circulation, or parking space 
availability. 

9. Tents and other temporary structures shall be located so as not to interfere with the normal 
operations of any permanent use located on the property, shall be anchored, and meet 
the requirements of the building official, including fire rating. 

10. Off-street parking shall be adequate to accommodate the proposed temporary use. 

11. Applications for temporary structures to be located in the 100-year floodplain shall be 
required to submit a plan to the Department for the removal of such structure(s) in the 
event of a flood notification.  The plan shall include the following information: 

a. The name, address, and phone number of the individual responsible for the removal of 
the temporary structures and the property owner; 

b. The time frame prior to the event at which a structure will be removed; and 

c. A plan to remove the temporary use earlier than the scheduled removal date, if 
required. 

12. The conduct of the temporary use will not require the diversion of so great a number of 
police officers of the City to restrict the ability to properly police the line of movement 
and the areas contiguous thereto as to prevent normal police protection to the City; 

13. The conduct of such temporary use will not require the diversion of so great a number of 
ambulances as to prevent normal ambulance service to portions of the City other than that 
to be occupied by the proposed line of movement and the areas contiguous thereto;
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14. The conduct of such temporary use will not interfere with the movement of firefighting 
equipment in route to a fire; 

15. The size, nature, or location of the temporary use or structure is not reasonably likely to 
cause a clear and present danger of injury to persons and property; 

16. Another temporary use permit application has not been received prior in time or has 
already been approved for the same time and place requested by the applicant or so 
close in time and place to that required by the applicant that the issuance of both permits 
would cause undue traffic congestion, or cause the City police or fire departments to be 
unable to meet the needs for police or fire services for both events; and 

17. The location of the temporary use or structure will not substantially interfere with any 
construction or maintenance work scheduled to take place upon City streets. 

15.10.030.F Conditions of Approval--General 
When the grounds for denial of an application for a temporary use permit may be corrected by 
altering a date, time, duration, or the location of the temporary use from that proposed by an 
applicant, the decision-making authority may, instead of denying the application, conditionally 
approve upon the applicant’s acceptance of conditions for the temporary use permit.  The 
conditions imposed shall be necessary to achieve compliance with the requirements set forth in 
15.10.030.E above. An applicant for a temporary use permit desiring to accept an alternate 
temporary use permit shall, within three days after receiving notice of the action of the 
Department, file a written notice of acceptance with the Department.  An alternate temporary use 
permit shall conform to the requirements of, and shall have the effect of, a temporary use permit 
under this section and subsection 15.06.060.F (procedures for temporary use permits). 

15.10.030.G Conditions of Approval--Major Temporary Use Permits 
In addition to general conditions of approval that may be imposed pursuant to subsection 
15.10.030.F, the decision-making authority may impose the following conditions on major 
temporary use permits to assure that such uses are not detrimental to the public health safety and 
welfare: 

1. Alteration of the route of the event; 

2. Requirements concerning the area of assembly; 

3. Requirements concerning accommodation of pedestrian or vehicular traffic; 

4. Requirements for the use of traffic cones, barricades, or other traffic-control devices to be 
provided, placed, and removed by the permittee at his or her expense; 

5. Requirements for provision of first aid or sanitary facilities; 

6. Requirements for arrangement of supplemental fire protection personnel to be present at 
the use or structure at the permittee’s expense; 

7. Requirements for use of monitors for the use or structure and providing notice of 
temporary use permit conditions to event participants;
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8. Restrictions on the number and type of vehicles, animals, or structures relating to the 
temporary use and inspection and approval of the use or structure for fire safety by the 
City fire department; 

9. Requirements for use of garbage containers, cleanup, and restoration of City property; 

10. Restrictions on use of amplified sound; 

11. A requirement that the applicant and authorized officer of the sponsoring organization, if 
any, possess or obtain public liability insurance to protect against loss from liability 
imposed by law for damages on account of bodily injury and property damage arising 
from the event.  If insurance coverage is required as a condition of issuance of a 
temporary use permit, the City Manager shall detain the amount of insurance required, 
based upon the considerations routinely taken into account by the City in evaluating loss 
exposures, including, but not limited to, whether the temporary use or structure poses a 
substantial risk of damage or injury due to the anticipated number of participants, the 
nature of the use or structure, and activities involved and the physical characteristics of the 
proposed site.  Such insurance shall name on the policy or by endorsement as additional 
insured, the City, its officers, employees, and agents.  A certificate of insurance coverage 
must be filed with the City Manager no less than five days before the date of the 
temporary use permit unless the City Manager changes the filing deadline, in which event 
such documents shall be provided prior to the event; 

12. A requirement that the applicant and authorized officer of the sponsoring organization, if 
any, sign an agreement for the permittee to reimburse the City for any costs incurred by it 
in repairing damage to City property occurring in connection with the permitted 
temporary use proximately caused by the actions of the permittee, his or her officers, 
employees, or agents, or any person who was under the permittee’s control.  Any such 
agreement may also provide that the permittee shall defend the City against, and 
indemnify and hold harmless, the City, its officers, employees, and agents from all causes 
of action, claims, or liabilities occurring in connection with the permitted use, except those 
which occur due to the City’s sole negligence; and 

13. Compliance with any relevant law and obtaining any legally required permit or license, 
including, without limitation, alcohol permits or vendor licenses. 

15.10.030.H Revocation of Temporary Use Permits 
The City Manager shall have the authority at any time to revoke or terminate a temporary use 
permit issued under this Code upon violation of the standards for issuance as set forth in this 
section or conditions placed on the issuance of the temporary use permit.
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CHAPTER 15.12: DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS 

15.12.000 TABLE OF DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS 

This section contains tables that list the requirements for lot dimensions and building bulk, density, 
location, and height for all types of development. All primary and accessory structures are subject 
to the dimensional standards set forth in the following tables. These general standards may be 
further limited or modified by other applicable sections of this Code. General rules for 
measurement and exceptions are in Section 15.12.010. 

15.12.000.A Agricultural District Standards 
TABLE 15.12-1: DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS – AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS 

District Lot Dimensions Setbacks Max. Height 
Lot Area Minimum Lot 

Frontage 
(ft) 

Front 
(ft) 

Rear 
(ft) 

Side 
(ft) 

AG 35 acres 100 30 30 30 40 [1] 

[1] For agricultural and industrial uses, the height limit shall be 100 feet.
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15.12.000.B Residential District Standards 

TABLE 15.12-2: DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS – RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

District 
Lot Dimensions 

Use 

Setbacks 
Max. 

Height (ft) 
Min. Lot Area (sq ft) Minimum Lot 

Width (ft) 
Front 
(ft) 

Side 
(ft) 

Rear 
(ft) 

RR 16,000 75 

Principal 
Building 35 [1] 10 10 40 

Accessory 
Building 60 5 5 24 

LR 7,000 60 

Principal 
Building 25 [1] 5 7 40 

Accessory 
Building 45 5 3 24 

R1 5,000 50 

Principal 
Building 20 [2] 5 5 40 

Accessory 
Building 45 3 3 24 

R2 

6,000 per principal 
building, except 

townhouse 

3,500 per dwelling 
unit 

6,000 min. land area 
per townhouse 
structure [3] 

60 per principal 
building, except 

townhouses 

24 per 
townhouse[4] 

Principal 
Building 25 [2] 5 5 40 

Accessory 
Building 45 3 3 24 

R2M 

4,800 per principal 
building, except 

townhouse 

3,500 per dwelling 
unit 

6,000 min. land area 
per townhouse 
structure [3] 

40 per principal 
building, except 

townhouses 

24 per 
townhouse[4] 

Principal 
Building 

25 [2] 5 5 
40 

Accessory 
Building 45 3 3 24 

R3 

6,000 per principal 
building, except 

townhouses 

1,000 per dwelling 
unit 

6,000 min. land area 
per townhouse 
structure [3] 

60 per principal 
building, except 
townhouses [4] 

16 per 
townhouse [4] 

Principal 
Building 

15 [2] 5 5 50 

Accessory 
Building 45 3 3 15 

[1] Front setback for principal structure may be reduced by up to 10’, for equivalent increased setback of front-loading garage 
from right-of-way: see Sec. 15.14.080.C.(4). 
[2] Front setback for principal structure may be reduced by up to 5’, for equivalent increased setback of front-loading garage 
from right-of-way: see Sec. 15.14.080.C.(4). 
[3] The land area may include one or multiple lots. 
[4] The minimum dimension for a townhouse structure shall be 60’ as measured perpendicular to the common walls.
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15.12.000.C Non-Residential District Standards 

TABLE 15.12-3: DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS – NONRESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

District Lot Dimensions Setbacks Max Height 
(ft) 

Min. Lot Area Min. Lot 
Width (ft) 

Front 
(ft) 

Side 
(ft) 1 

Rear 
(ft) 

NB 3,600 sq. ft. 40 0 0 3 35 
B1 N/A 40 0 0 3 50 
B2 N/A 40 0 0 3 65 
DC N/A 40 0 0 3 Pursuant to 

subsection 
15.08.030.E 

C2 N/A 40 0 0 3 65 
LM N/A 40 0 0 3 65 
IP 1 acre 40 30 30 15 45 
I1 N/A 40 0 0 3 35 
I2 N/A 40 0 0 3 65 
O 10 acres 100 0 0 3 50
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15.12.000.D Overlay and Other District Standards 
The following table sets forth only the dimensional standards where they are specified for the 
City’s overlay and other districts.  All other district-specific standards are set forth in Chapter 
15.08, Zone Districts. 

TABLE 15.12-5: DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS – OVERLAY AND OTHER DISTRICTS 

District Lot Dimensions Setbacks Max Height 
(ft) Min. Lot 

Area 
(sq ft) 

Min. Lot 
Width (ft) 

Front 
(ft) 

Side 
(ft) 

Rear 
(ft) 

TTO 0’ 0’ 40’ [1] 20’ [1] 20’ 
[1] 40 

GO 0’ 0’ 20’ 0’ 3’ 0’ 
ROB See R3 dimensional standards set forth in Table 15.12-4 

PUD As determined pursuant to subsection 15.08.040.C 

AV 

Airport Runways, 
Taxiways, and 

Related Facilities 
0’ 0’ 750’ 750’ 750’ 0’ 

Helicopter Take 
Off and Landing 

Areas 
0’ 0’ 300’ 300’ 300’ 0’ 

All Other Buildings 0’ 0’ 

25’ from 
local street 

on corner lot, 

50’ from 
collector, 

arterial, or 
state 

highway 

15’ 

25’ from local 
street on 

corner lot, 

50’ from 
collector, 

arterial, or 
state highway 

15’ 

50’, or as 
restricted by 

FAA 
requirements 

AE [7] 

Airport Runways, 
Taxiways, and 

Related Facilities 3,000 30’ 
750’ 750’ 750’ 0’ 

Helicopter Take 
Off and Landing 

Areas 
3,000 30’ 300’ 300’ 300’ 0’ 

All Other Buildings 3,000 30’ 

25’ from 
local street 

on corner lot, 

50’ from 
collector, 

arterial, or 
state 

highway 

15’ 

25’ from local 
street on 

corner lot, 

50’ from 
collector, 

arterial, or 
state highway 

15’ 

50’, or as 
restricted by 

FAA 
requirements 

[1] The dimensional standards for the Turner Tract Overlay District are applicable only to non-residential structures.
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15.12.010 MEASUREMENTS AND EXCEPTIONS 

This chapter contains tables that list the requirements for lot dimensions and building bulk, density, 
location, and height for all types of development.  All primary and accessory structures are 
subject to the dimensional standards set forth in the following tables.  These general standards 
may be further limited or modified by other applicable sections of this Code. 

15.12.010.A Lot Dimensions 

1. Established Lots 

a. Where an individual lot was held in separate ownership from adjoining properties, or 
was platted and recorded as of the effective date of this Code, and has less area 
and/or less width than required in other sections of this chapter, such a lot may be 
occupied according to the permitted uses provided for the district in which such lot is 
located, provided no such lot shall be less than 4,000 square feet in area or less than 
40 feet in width. For purposes of this exception, two adjacent platted lots each 24 
feet in width may be considered one 48 foot lot. 

b. Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, townhouse development shall meet 
existing lot dimension requirements except that on established lots as described in 
subsection (a), the minimum land area per townhouse structure shall be 4,000 square 
feet and the minimum street frontage per townhouse structure shall be 40 feet, and 
there shall be no minimum lot area per townhouse lot. 

2. Allotments Must Serve Single Purposes 

No part of an area or width required for a lot for the purpose of complying with the 
provisions of this section shall be included as an area or width required for another 
building. 

3. Street Frontage 

Except in townhouse developments, no lot shall have a front lot line or street frontage of 
less than 40 feet.
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15.12.010.B Setbacks 

1. General Setback Requirements 

a. Setbacks Must Serve Single Purposes 
No part of a setback required for any building for the purpose of complying with the 
provisions of this division shall be included as a setback for another building. 

b. Measurement of Setbacks 
All setbacks shall be measured from property boundaries or adjacent rights-of-way.. 

c. Required Setbacks 
(i) Setbacks shall be unoccupied and unobstructed by any structure or portion of a 

structure from 30 inches above grade upward; provided, however, that fences, 
walls, trellises, poles, posts, ornaments, furniture, and other customary yard 
accessories may be permitted in any setback subject to height limitations and 
requirements limiting obstruction of visibility. 

(ii) A building, structure, or lot shall not be developed, used, or occupied unless it 
meets the minimum setback requirements set forth in this chapter for the zoning 
district in which it is located, except as otherwise established in this Code or unless 
a variance has been granted. 

d. Projections into Required 
Setbacks, General 
(i) Incidental Architectural 

Features 
Cornices, eaves, canopies, 
sunshades, gutters, chimneys, 
flues, belt courses, headers, sills, 
pilasters, lintels, ornamental 
features, and other similar 
architectural features may 
project not more than two feet 
into any required setback 
provided these projections are 
at least three feet from the lot 
line. 

(ii) Fire escapes 
Fire escapes may extend into a required setback not more than six feet. 

(iii) Paved Terraces 
Paved terraces may project into any required setback, provided that no structures 
placed there shall violate other requirements of this Code and are at least five 
feet from the lot line. 

Figure 15.12-2: Front, Side, and Rear Setbacks
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(iv) Unroofed Landings, Decks, Stairs, and Balconies 
Unroofed landing, decks, and stairs may project into required setbacks, provided 
that no portion other than a handrail shall extend higher than 30 inches above the 
finished grade level.  Unroofed balconies may project into a required side or rear 
setback provided these projections are at least five feet from the lot line. 

(v) Roofs Over Porches and Other Exterior Approaches 
Roofs over porches, stairways, landings, terraces, or other exterior approaches to 
pedestrian doorways may encroach up to five feet into a front setback, provided 
that, where such roof projections encroach within the setback, the roof projections 
shall comprise no more than 50 percent of the total length of the building’s façade. 
The covered porch or entrance area encroaching into the setback shall remain 
exterior to the building and enclosed by no more than a railing. 

(vi) Projections Into Easements and Rights of Ways Prohibited 
Projections shall not extend or encroach into any easement(s) or right(s)-of-way. 

(vii) Handicap Ramps 
The Department may allow the installation of handicap access ramps in required 
front, side, and rear setbacks. 

(viii) Bay Windows 
Bay windows that are not more than eight feet in width (where the projection 
breaks the plane of the wall) may project no more than two feet into any required 
setback, so long as there is an eight-foot radius offset to any opposing bay 
window on the adjacent lot.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Code, 
bay windows shall not be included in determining lot coverage. 

(ix) Private Garages and Carports 
A private garage or carport may project into a required setback abutting a public 
alley not to exceed one-third the distance of the required setback, in accordance 
with other requirements of this Code.
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e. Double-Frontage Lots 
(i) Existing Lots 

Where lots comprising seventy-five (75) percent or more of the frontage on one 
side of a street between intersecting streets have been improved with buildings at 
the effective date of this ordinance, the front setback shall be on the dominant side 
of the street.  Dominant, in this subsection, shall mean the street frontage on which 
seventy-five (75) percent of the existing structures are addressed. 

(ii) New Lots 
The front lot line shall be designated on the final plat. A double frontage lot shall 
be required to have only one front setback. 

f. Corner Lots with Two Frontages 
(i) Corner Lots 

The side setback along the street 
side of a corner lot shall be one- 
half the front setback 
requirement for the zone in which 
the lot is located. 

(ii) Corner Sight Distance 
On any corner lot on which a 
front and side setback are 
required, no wall, fence, hedge, 
structure, sign, or any plant 
growth that obstructs the clear 
vision area shall be permitted. 

15.12.010.C Height 

1. Height Requirements Generally 

No building shall be erected or altered that will exceed the height limit for the respective 
zoning district, unless otherwise provided in subsection b. below or elsewhere in this Code. 

2. Height Measurement 

Per Chapter 15.24, Definitions, the height of a building shall be measured from finished 
grade at the lowest point that finished grade intersects the building. 

3. Height Exceptions 

a. Maximum 
The height limitations of this section shall not apply to church spires, belfries, cupolas, 
penthouses, nor to chimneys, ventilators, skylights, water tanks, parapet walls, cornices 
without windows, antennas, or necessary mechanical appurtenances usually carried 
above the roof level; nor to buildings located more than one foot from the nearest lot 
line for each two feet of building height. 

Figure 15.12-3: Height Measurement
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b. Minimum 
No person shall build within the City any basement, placing thereon a roof or any 
covering to serve as a roof and use such basement for either dwelling or business 
purposes, whether temporary or permanent. 

15.12.010.D Dimensional Standards for Townhouse Structures 
1. The minimum dimension for a townhouse structure and for a contiguous series of accessory 

buildings shall be 60 feet as measured perpendicular to the common walls. 

2. The maximum dimension for a townhouse structure and for a contiguous series of accessory 
buildings shall be 180 feet as measured perpendicular to the common walls. 

3. Platted lots abutting dedicated streets in which water and sanitary sewer service lines 
have, as of the date of adoption of the ordinance codified in this section, been installed to 
fit a plan for townhouse construction are exempt from the requirements of subsections 1 
and 2 above of this section.
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15.14 DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

15.14.010 PURPOSE 

15.14.010.A. Purpose 

The development and design standards set forth in this Chapter shall apply to the 
physical layout and design of development in Laramie.  These provisions address 
the physical relationship between development and adjacent properties, public 
streets, neighborhoods, and the natural environment, in order to implement the 
comprehensive plan vision for a more attractive, efficient, and livable community. 
The specific purposes of this Chapter include: 

1. To implement the Laramie Comprehensive Plan through the creation and 
application of development standards that reflect Laramie’s community 
character and development choices; 

2. To encourage the proper use of the land by promoting an appropriate 
balance between the built environment and the preservation and protection 
of open space and natural resources; 

3. To protect public and private investment through preservation of open 
spaces, protection of natural resources including existing trees, providing 
buffers between incompatible uses and along roadways, and encouraging 
the planting of new trees and vegetation as deemed appropriate; 

4. To promote sound management of water quality and quantity through 
preservation of natural areas and their functions and by encouraging soil 
management and the use of native plant materials; 

5. To provide appropriate standards to ensure a high quality appearance for 
Laramie and promote good design while also allowing flexibility, 
individuality, creativity, and artistic expression; 

6. To strengthen and protect the image, identity, and unique character of 
Laramie and thereby to enhance its business economy; 

7. To protect and enhance residential neighborhoods, commercial districts, and 
other areas by encouraging physical development that is of high quality and 
is compatible with the character, scale, and function of its surrounding area; 

8. To encourage developments that relate to adjoining public streets, open 
spaces, and neighborhoods with building orientation and physical connections 
that contribute to the surrounding network of streets and walkways; and 

9. To provide road connectivity for the movement of people, goods, and 
services. 

15.14.010.B. Applicability 

1. New Development 

The development standards in this chapter shall apply to all new 
development of the type identified in each section or subsection.
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2. Enlargement or Redevelopment/Infill Development 

The development standards in this chapter shall apply to all enlargement, 
redevelopment, or infill of the development type identified in each section or 
subsection as follows: 

a. Exterior Enlargement of an Existing Development 

Except in the case of residential design standards for detached and 
attached one-and two-family dwellings, these development standards 
shall apply in their entirety to applications for building permits for 
construction that: 

(i) Increases the number of stories in a building on the lot; or 

(ii) Increases the size of a structure by more than ten percent or 
10,000 square feet, whichever is less, the combined floor 
areas of a building; or 

(iii) Increases the non-permeable lot coverage by more than 
2,000 square feet. 

b. Redevelopment and Infill Development 

These development standards shall apply as follows to redevelopment 
when changes are proposed to a structure or site, infill development 
where an existing structure is demolished, or new development in an 
infill area. As used in this subsection, the terms “market value” and 
“valuation” shall refer to market value as determined by a licensed 
real-estate broker or property appraiser. 

(i) Redevelopment or infill projects that increase the market 
value of a site by 25 percent or less, as determined by the 
Department upon submittal of valuations of current and 
prospective future property values, shall not be required to 
comply with these development standards. 

(ii) Redevelopment or infill projects that increase the market 
value of a site by more than 25 percent but less than 75 
percent, as determined by the Department upon submittal 
of valuations of current and prospective future property 
values, shall require a corresponding percent increase in 
compliance with these development standards until the site 
reaches compliance.  For example, if a site has 20 existing 
parking spaces but 30 total spaces are required for the 
expanded development by these standards, and the 
remodeling increases the site’s market value by 30 percent, 
then 30 percent of the difference between the existing 
spaces and the new requirement (3 spaces) shall be 
required.
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(iii) Redevelopment or infill projects that increase the market 
value of a site by 76 percent or greater, as determined by 
the Department upon submittal of valuations of current and 
prospective future property values, shall be required to 
fully comply with these standards. 

(iv) Notwithstanding subsections (i) through (iii) above, in the 
case of an existing nonconforming parking lot that is being 
reconstructed with no other site or structural changes 
proposed, the requirements of subsection 15.22.000.G 
(Nonconforming Parking Lots) shall apply regardless of 
consequent changes in the site’s market value. 

3. Interior Changes 

Except in the case of detached and attached one-and two-family dwellings: 
Where development changes are wholly internal to the existing structure, the 
off-street parking requirements included in Section 15.14.040 shall be 
applicable to development that increases the number of dwelling units or 
spaces for tenant uses in a structure.  This requirement may be waived by the 
Department where the applicant can show that there is sufficient existing 
parking to service the interior changes. 

15.14.020 NATURAL RESOURCE PROTECTION AND SUSTAINABILITY 

15.14.020.A. Purpose 

The City contains many natural amenities, including stream corridors, river 
corridors, natural drainages, significant viewsheds, and hillsides, as well as tree 
cover, and open space, all of which contribute to the City’s character, quality of 
life, and property values.  The regulations of this section are intended to implement 
the Laramie Comprehensive Plan and ensure that the natural character of the City 
is reflected in patterns of development and redevelopment, and significant natural 
features are protected and incorporated into open space areas. 

15.14.020.B. Applicability 

These development standards apply to all development types in the areas 
identified according to criteria specified in subsections C through F. 

15.14.020.C. Steep Slope Development [RESERVED] 

[This section is reserved for potential future amendment to include steep slope 
development standards and processes, in accordance with the Laramie 
Comprehensive Plan.]
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15.14.020.D. Ridgeline Protection [RESERVED] 

[This section is reserved for potential future amendment to include ridgeline- 
protection standards and processes, in accordance with the Laramie 
Comprehensive Plan.] 

15.14.020.E. Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control 

1. All new development shall be subject to the following erosion prevention and 
sediment control standards: 

a. Compliance with applicable City and State requirements. 

b. Water shall be carried off the site without damage to downhill public 
or private properties and/or improvements. 

c. Water shall be directed away from buildings and other heavily used 
areas. 

d. Post-development discharge of stormwater shall not exceed 
predevelopment discharge for a 100-year storm event. 

e. Unnecessary ponding not intended for detention or retention purposes 
should be avoided. 

f. Erosion control measures as necessary to control erosion and 
sedimentation during site development and construction shall be 
implemented. These may include, but are not limited to, the placement 
of hay bales and siltation fences. 

2. Grading Plan – Revegetation of Disturbed Sites 

A grading plan, submitted and approved pursuant to subsection 15.06.060.S 
Grading Permits and demonstrating compliance with the above standards, 
shall be required prior to commencement of site grading. Following 
construction, the site shall be reclaimed and revegetated following the 
standards of Section 15.14.050, Landscaping and Screening Standards. In 
areas of subdivisions and development sites where landscaping is not 
required or not anticipated by the Department, the developer shall reclaim 
all disturbed property and replant the entire area with native vegetation. 
Topsoil shall be stockpiled and placed on disturbed areas. Irrigation shall 
be provided to the revegetated areas if it is necessary to ensure survival of 
native species planted.  The grading plan shall include a section outlining the 
type and extent of revegetation proposed to accomplish this requirement. 

15.14.020.F. Stormwater Management – Redevelopment of Existing Lot or Parcel 

All redevelopment shall conform to the following stormwater management 
requirements: 

1. Redevelopment of the site shall not have adverse effects on the City




